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indulgence of every passion; it can be appealed to
by the advocates of conduct which is generally re-
garded as immoral.

IV. THE CLAIMS OF CHRISTIANITY
g There has been a tendency during the last two
centuries to regard religion as something
which may be neglected in politics. The cleavage
has become very deep; the State no longer coerces
individuals in regard to religious opinion, and in
some countries, it avowedly treats the whole subject
with indifference. From a political standpoint, the
pretensions of the Church to give official guidance
to the State have been discredited; it is, besides, a
matter of common complaint that religion has done
much in the past to foment causes of quarrel, and to
divert the energies of mankind into warlike enter-
prises like the Crusades; while it is also said that the
Church has failed to lay down principles of universal
application in regard to the organisation of Society
in time of peace1. On the other hand, it is to be
noticed from the religious side that a number of

1 From primitive times till the eighteenth century the
Church condemned usury, that is the taking of interest on
capital which was fully secured, as immoral; and this view
is maintained in the iogth Canon of 1604. When monetary
conditions were greatly changed by the influx of silver
from the New World, the ordinary conscience failed to be
guided by the old ecclesiastical rules, as to the form of the
bargain, and took advantage of the liberty given by the
Statute of 1624. See Cunningham, The Moral Witness of
the Church on the Investment of Money, p. 6,